








Optional Local Tours
From the morning through early afternoon of Wednesday, July 10th, the three “Local Tours” will be offered 
for sightseeing.  Please select your 1st and 2nd preferences.  The organizer will offer one of them to you, 
avoiding duplication with your Local Session which will start on the next day, July 11th. 
(These are optional tours with the extra tour fee. You do not need to join one of these tours, but could instead spend 
time on your own.)

The tour fee includes transportation, lunch, and admissions.
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Esoteric Buddhism
Koyasan and Shojin Ryori (vegetarian meals)

Maximum: 30 participants

Maximum: 40 participants

Maximum: 40 participants

*Local tour participant minimum: 15. A tour may be canceled if the 15-person minimum is not reached.

Waka-no-ura, Kimiidera Temple, Yosui-en Garden, Wakayama Castle

Itakiso Shrine (god of forests and forestry), “Tama the cat” stationmaster at Kishi Station, 
historic houses at Kii Fudoki-no-Oka

＄130A
Koyasan is a sacred Japanese Buddhist site, where the teachings and traditions of Shingon 
Esoteric Buddhism, founded by Kukai, have been handed down for 1200 years. Visitors will 
stroll through the extensive sacred area and temple grounds, known as a place of healing 
energy, for a taste of Buddhist approaches to enlightenment. For lunch: a vegetarian meal 
called shojin ryori, at one of the shukubo lodging houses where Buddhist monks stay.

Tokugawa & ManyoB ＄107

1300 years ago, the Man’yo poets were so moved by spectacular Waka-no-ura that they wrote 
of wanting to bring the views home with them. Medieval shoguns and feudal lords were 
fascinated by it, too, as are visitors today. This tour will introduce the history and arts of the 
Waka-no-ura area, which was long ruled by one of the leading Tokugawa families.

Archaeology & Ethnography

C
＄99

This tour introduces the folk traditions of Wakayama Prefecture, particularly the beliefs 
about nature and the gods that developed in the deep mountainous terrain known as the 
“Land of Trees.” Discover the wisdom of living at one with the climate and natural world. This 
is a chance to enter extraordinary folk houses of the kind introduced in CIE’s “The Magic of 
Minka” webinar in 2021.

Isabella Wiesen

10JULY [Wed]

The Grassroots Summit trip was so much fun. In total, it was a 
week long, and we visited so many di�erent places and two 
di�erent towns. This was my �rst time in Japan, and it is 
de�nitely going to be one of the most memorable and unique 
trips that I will ever make. I learned and experienced so much of 
the culture and food, and it has really made me more 
open-minded and more intrigued by Japan. Hopefully I will be 
able to participate next time as well. The home stay with the 
family was awesome. They were so nice, and it was really cool to 
experience and do things that you don't usually do as a tourist 
in a foreign country. I really hope that this program will 
continue to bring more people to Japan, and more Japanese 
people to America, and that the friendship between these two 
countries will continue.
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Koyasan ⒸWakayama Tourism Federation

Waka-no-ura

Minka

ⒸWakayama Tourism Federation











Post Summit Optional Program

Kinkaku-ji Maikos

Kanazawa・Noto Home Stay
（2 night homestay in Kanazawa,  2 night homestay in Noto, and 1 night hotel stay in Tokyo）

Number of participants: from 6 to 10 people

Kanazawa is located in the center of Honshu facing the 
Sea of Japan, and is the center of the government, 
economy, and culture of the Ishikawa prefecture. Noto 
Peninsula is known for its beautiful coastal scenery and 
was the host location of the 2007 Grassroots Summit.

Participation fee includes all transportation from Wakayama to Kyoto and Tokyo, admission to Gion Corner and selected Kyoto monuments, and hotel room 
and breakfast in Tokyo. Host family serves you meals when you are at their home. The Tokyo portion does not include a guide or personal transportation. Fees 
based on double occupancy of the hotel room in Tokyo. If you prefer a single room, add $95.

July 16
（Tue.）

Sightseeing in Kanazawa
[ Homestay in Kanazawa ]

[ Homestay in Noto ]July 18
（Thu.）

Sightseeing in Noto

July 19
（Fri.）

Fly to Haneda (Tokyo) airport from Noto airport 
Freetime in Tokyo

July 20
（Sat.）

Departure on your own

July 15
（Mon.）

Depart Wakayama city for Kanazawa by train 
Arrive in Kanazawa and meet host family
[ Homestay in Kanazawa ]

July 17
（Wed.）

Move to Noto by train with a volunteer
Sightseeing in Noto and meet host family
[ Hometay in Noto ]

[ Stay at Shinagawa Prince Hotel ]

Shinobu Uogishi

Closing Ceremony & 
Farewell Reception
This hotel is situated in the cultural area of Wakayama City. With unique restaurants, weddings that prioritize 
encounters and relationships, and the pride of being the epicenter of Wakayama's food culture, the establishment is 
constantly evolving and pursuing "specialty" in every scene. Collaboration events are also conducted with the 
Prefectural Cultural Center, the Prefectural Museum of Modern Art, and the nearby Prefectural Museum. Aiming to be a 
"one-of-a-kind hotel" full of originality, they always strive to provide new impressions and fresh surprises to their guests.

After the Grassroots Summit in Wakayama, you can extend your stay in Japan to discover more and make friends in other regions!
* The Post Summit Optional Programs are open to Grassroots Summit participants. Optional program fees are indicated below, and are in addition to the 
Summit participation fee

* The program schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances.* Transportation from the hotel on the �nal day is not included.

* Please arrange your own transportation from the hotel to your destination on the final day.
   If you need help with the arrangements, please consult NTA.

Kyoto Home Stay （2 night homestay in Kyoto and 1 night hotel stay in Tokyo）
Number of participants: from 6 to 10 people

Kyoto is one of the world's most popular tourist 
destinations. Come see the city with your host families 
and volunteers. In Tokyo, enjoy exploring on your own. 

Participation fee includes all transportation from Wakayama to Kyoto and Tokyo, admission to Gion Corner and selected Kyoto monuments, and hotel room and 
breakfast in Tokyo. Host family serves you meals when you are at their home. The Tokyo portion does not include a guide or personal transportation. Fees based 
on double occupancy of the hotel room in Tokyo. If you prefer a single room, add $95.

July 16
（Tue.）

Sightseeing and potluck party at night
[ Homestay in Kyoto ]

July 18
（Thu.）

Departure on your own

July 15
（Mon.）

Depart Wakayama city for Kyoto by train 
Meet volunteers at Kyoto station 
Kyoto Gion Corner experience [ Homestay in Kyoto ]

July 17
（Wed.）

Depart Kyoto for Tokyo
Freetime in Tokyo
[ Stay at Shinagawa Prince Hotel ]

Yoshie Nakayama

OP 1

OP 2

PROGRAM  WITH  HOMESTAY * Host families are all un-paid volunteers.

JAPan-AMERICA GRASSROOTS SUMMIT in WAKAYAMA

Key person

Key person

15JULY [Mon]

14JULY [Sun]

Hotel Avalorm Kino-Kuni

Shiroyone Rice Fields in NotoKanazawa Kenrokuen Garden

＄428

＄625
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CANCELED
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JAPan-AMERICA GRASSROOTS SUMMIT in WAKAYAMA

Package Participation Fee

Contact : Mr.Yoshihiro Kobayashi / Ms. Yoko Adachi
1411 W. 190th St. Suite 650, Gardena CA 90248
Tel : 310-630-0898　Email : grassroots@ntaamerica.com E-mail : manjiro@manjiro.or.jp / manjiro@us-japan.org

TEL : 202-429-5545

C/O National Association of Japan America Societies 
1819 L St. NW, Suite 200, Washington D.C. 20036

- Airline taxes and fuel surcharges (FYI: as of Nov. 2023, fuel surcharge & taxes are $475 
the round trip between IAD and KIX, Kansai Airport, and $545 between LAX and KIX)

- Surcharge for single room
- Local Optional Tour participation fee on July 10

The fee does NOT include

- Students, 25 years old under
$100 discount
*Must submit proof of school enrollment

- Listed prices are based on double occupancy. Unless
otherwise requested, another participant may share a room
with you.

- Please indicate in the application form if single occupancy is
required.
Surcharge for single room: $41.50 for 3 nights

http://www.manjiro.or.jp/e

*1)Seats are limited
*2) Departures/returns only from the speci�ed airports on the speci�ed 

dates: July 8 (outbound) and July 15 (return)

*Schedule subject to change.
*1) *2)

- The Participation Fee and the Round-trip transportation between the listed
cities (left) and Wakayama, including international & Japanese domestic airfare 
(if applicable)

From

Dulles, VA [IAD]

Los Angeles [LAX]

Early Bird Regular Price

$4,016 $4,216
$3,133 $3,333

●  Wakayama Prefectural Government
●  John Manjiro – Whit�eld Commemorative

Center for International Exchange (CIE)
● CIE-US

● U.S. Consulate General Osaka-Kobe
● National Association of Japan-America Societies (NAJAS)
●  Japan America Society of Wakayama

Organizers Supporters

Contact
<Regarding Travel>

Important Information

<Regarding the Summit Program>
Nippon Travel Agency America, Inc.(NTA)
Greater Los Angeles Branch

CIE-US

1. Youth Discount

The online application is available starting mid-December 2023.  Visit 
the following website and click on the Wakayama Grassroots Summit 
page.

Or, send the application form and photocopy of your passport to the
NTA o�ce (below).  Upon receipt of your application, NTA will send
you an acknowledgement letter with cancellation policy and other
guidance.

5. How to Register

All participants must have travel and medical insurance and be
responsible for payment and/or reimbursement of medical/surgical
expenses incurred.

6. Travel Insurance

http://www.manjiro.or.jp/e

4. Application Deadline: May 15, 2024

3. Any changes to your schedule made
after the deadline will incur a substantial penalty

2. Hotel Rooms

The fee includes

Participation Fee

- Round-trip transportation between the U.S. and Wakayama
- Hotel single supplement surcharge
- Local Optional Tour participation fee on July 10

The fee does NOT include

Land
Only

- Bus transportation
- Hotel accommodation in Wakayama based on the double occupancy
- Bento box dinner on July 9
- All breakfast at hotel stays in Wakayama
- Most of the meals during Local Session
- All transportation in Japan during the Summit period
- All participation, administration, and handling costs for the Summit

*Opening and Closing Ceremonies & Receptions are invitation of
Wakayama Prefectural Government

The fee includes

(by February 29)Early Bird
(from March 1)Regular Price

$1,098
$1,298

We recommend arranging your own transportation to 
Wakayama City during Summit registration hours.
A special Summit bus will be available to those arriving at Kansai 
International Airport (KIX) on the �ights speci�ed below.

Outbound (to Japan)

Domestic (from Haneda to Kansai Airport)

on July 8

on July 9

UA035 (from SFO to KIX) Arrive at 14:50, July 9

JL225 HND 12:40 to KIX 14:05

Return on July 15

NH096 KIX 08:30 to HND 09:45

JL060 KIX 17:45 to LAX 12:30
UA034 KIX 16:50 to SFO 10:55

NH991 HND 13:50 to KIX 15:15

NH095 HND 18:05 to KIX 19:30

Arrive at 18:55, July 9JL069 (from LAX to KIX)




